Sofia Bianchi Mancini

DOB: 03.11.1992 in Arezzo, ltaly

Max-Weber-Kolleg, Max-Weber-Allee 3, 99089, Erfurt, Germany, sofia.bianchi_mancini@uni-erfurt.de

EDUCATION

Jul 2021 — Present

May 2018 —Jun 2021

Jan 2016 —Mar 2018

Sep2014—-Sep2015

Sep2011-May 2014

Jul 2011

Postdoctoral Researcher, Max-Weber-Kolleg, University of Erfurt

Project Title: “The Appropriation of Sacred Spaces in the Roman Empire”.

Dr. Phil. (summa cum laude), University of Erfurt

PhD Thesis Title: “Visible and Invisible Powers: A Case Study on the Socio-Political Dimension of
Curse Tablets in Selinous and Athens” (Supervisors: Prof. Dr. Kai Brodersen and Prof. Dr. Katharina
Waldner).

MRes in Classical Studies, University of Wales Trinity St. David, Lampeter

MRes Dissertation Title: “Shame in Athenian Oratory” (Supervisor: Dr. Errietta Bissa).
PG Diploma in Classics, University College London

BA Classics, Single Honours, University of Wales Trinity St. David, Lampeter

BA Dissertation Title: “AIAQX: A Study of Helen of Troy as the Unchaste Portrayal of aiddg in
Homer and Euripides” (Supervisor: Dr. Ruth Parkes).

High School Certificate Liceo Classico, Liceo Classico F. Petrarca, Arezzo

PROFESSIONAL ROLES

Jan 2025 — Present

Apr 2024 — Present

Jul 2022 — Dec 2024

Aug 2022 — Jul 2023

Dec 2022 — Present

Jul 2021 — Dec 2024

SFB “Strukturwandel des Eigentums”, Sub-Project A01 “Ambiguous Property: From Late
Antiquity to the Middle Ages” — PI (with Prof. Dr. J6rg Rupke and Prof. Dr. Markus
Vinzent), Max-Weber-Kolleg, University of Erfurt

Editorial Board Member of “Lived Realities in Ancient History” — Trivent Publishing,
Budapest

SFB Equal Opportunities Advisory Committee Member — Max-Weber-Kolleg, University of
Erfurt

SFB PhD Student and Postdoctoral Researcher Representative — Max-Weber-Kolleg,
University of Erfurt

SFB Blog Managing Editor (with PD Dr. Petra Giimplova, Dr. Helen Gibson, and PD Dr.
Christoph Henning) — Max-Weber-Kolleg, University of Erfurt

SFB “Strukturwandel des Eigentums”, Sub-Project A01 “Gottliches Eigentum. Spitantike
und mittelalterliche Losungen” (Pls Prof. Dr. J6rg Rupke and Prof. Dr. Markus Vinzent) —
Project Employee, Max-Weber-Kolleg, University of Erfurt


mailto:sofia.bianchi_mancini@uni-erfurt.de

Sep 2021 — Nov 2022 SFB Blog Editor (with PD Dr. Petra Gumplova, Dr. Helen Gibson, Dr. Georg Fischer, PD Dr.
Christoph Henning, Moana Jean Packo, and Varun Patil) — Max-Weber-Kolleg, University of
Erfurt

TEACHING EXPERIENCE

Apr 2025 — Jul 2025 MA Course: “Religion in Ancient Poetry” — University of Erfurt, Department of Religious
Studies

Oct 2023 — Feb 2024 BA Course: “Ancient Magic and its Modern Afterlife” — University of Erfurt, Department of

Religious Studies

Apr 2023 — Jul 2023 MA Course: “Ancient Magic and its Afterlife” — University of Erfurt, Department of Religious
Studies
Oct 2022 — Jan 2023 BA Course: “Gender and Violence in Ancient Magic” — University of Erfurt, Department of

Religious Studies

Apr 2022 — Jul 2022 BA Course: “Alternatives to Roman Religion: Conflict and Hybridity in Ancient Polytheism”

— University of Erfurt, Department of Religious Studies

Oct 2021 — Jan 2022 BA and MA Course: “Magic in the Ancient World” — University of Erfurt, Department of

Religious Studies

Oct 2019 — Jan 2020 MA Course (with Prof. Dr. Katharina Waldner): “Ancient Magic in Ancient and Modern
Theories on Religion” — University of Erfurt, Department of Religious Studies

SESSIONS TAUGHT

Mar 2020 BA Lecture: “Oracles and War in Ancient Greece” — University of Erfurt, Department of
Religious Studies

BA AND MA SUPERVISION

Jan 2025 — Present MA Dissertation: “"Interkulturelle Ethik und der Umgang mit Vielfalt im Ethikunterricht:
ein Unterrichtsversuch” — University of Erfurt, School of Education (second supervisor).

Mar 2025 MA Dissertation: “Stigmatisierung und Gewalt in der Grundschule: Praktiken schwarzer

P&dagogik und ihre Prévention — eine Studierendenbefragung” — University of Erfurt, School

of Education (first supervisor).

Feb 2025 MA Dissertation: “Female Homoeroticism in the Graeco-Roman Magical Papyri”® —

University of Erfurt, Department of Religious Studies (second supervisor).

Jun 2023 BA Dissertation: “Blurring Boundaries: Gender Trouble and the Distortion of Modern
Dualisms in Literature” — University of Erfurt, Departments of International Relations and

Religious Studies (first supervisor).



FUNDING AND AWARDS

Jan 2025 — Dec 2028 DFG Project Grant for the second phase of the sub-project A01 of the SFB TRR 294/1-424638267
— Max-Weber-Kolleg (https://gepris.dfg.de/gepris/projekt/447728731).

Dec 2024 SFB TRR 294/1-424638267 Publication Grant of €700.00 for the open-access publication of the
book Pérez Yarza, L., Herrera Rando, J., Bianchi Mancini, S. (eds.) (2025): One Cult, Multiple
Cultures: Multilingualism and Religion in Western Roman Inscriptions. Series Diglossi@,

Universités Nouvelle-Aquitaine éditions.

Oct 2024 SFB TRR 294/1-424638267 Publication Grant of €8,000.00 for the open-access publication of
three chapters in the book Bianchi Mancini, S., Pérez Yarza, L., Fogliazza, S. (eds.) (2025): The
Roman Imperial Cult: Local Practices and the Reception of the Emperor. London: Palgrave

Macmillan.

June 2024 DFG Grant Nr. 542115662 €12,000 (Grant towards the organisation of the 2024 International
Conference “Objects as a Lens on Group Formations in the Cities of the Roman Empire (1-4%"

Centuries CE), University of Erfurt).

May 2018 — Jun 2021 Full PhD Scholarship from the Thuringian State Graduate Funding Programme (awarded to

outstanding doctoral candidates) — University of Erfurt

2017 Classical Association Bursary £500 (Organisation of the 5" Annual UWICAH Conference at the
University of Wales Trinity St. David, Lampeter) — Bristol

2015 Classical Association Half Bursary, Bristol

2015 Archaeology Prize for Excavations at Vindolanda — Institute of Classical Studies, London
2014 Rev. Principal Maurice Jones Prize for Greek — University of Wales Trinity St. David, Lampeter
2014 Canon William Williams Prize for Classics — University of Wales Trinity St. David, Lampeter
Sep 2013 —Jan 2014 Erasmus Scholarship — University of Tarragona Rovira | Virgili

AFFILIATIONS TO INTERDISCIPLINARY RESEARCH GROUPS

Mar 2019 — Jun 2021 IGS (Internationales Graduiertenkolleg) — “Resonante Weltbeziehungen in sozio-religidsen
Praktiken in Antike und Gegenwart”, University of Erfurt, Max-Weber-Kolleg

May 2018 — Feb 2021 Liminalisierung — “Konfigurationen des Ubergangs in antiken Gesellschaften”, University of
Erfurt

May 2018 — Dec 2019 Polytropon (Antike Netzwerk), University of Erfurt
MEMBERSHIP TO INTERNATIONAL SOCIETIES

2024 — Present EAA — European Association of Archaeologists
2022 — Present AAH — Association of Ancient Historians

2022 — Present ARYS — Antigliedad: Religiones y Sociedades


https://gepris.dfg.de/gepris/projekt/447728731

2022 — Present

2021 Present

2021- Present

2021 Present

AICC — Associazione Italiana di Cultura Classica
SCS — Society for Classical Studies

CA — The Classical Association

WCC — Women'’s Classical Caucus

ORGANISED CONFERENCES, PANELS, AND WORKSHOPS

2025

2025

2024

2024

2024

2024

2023

2023

2023

2022

2022

Celtic Conference in Classics — Open Panel (with Dr. Charlotte Spence and Dr. Julia
Kretschmer): “The Epigraphic Evidence of ‘Marginal’ Groups in the Graeco-Roman World”,
University of Coimbra, Portugal (panel accepted)

FIEC 2025 — Closed Double Panel (with Prof. Dr. Jorg Ripke): “Texts and the Formation of
Religious Networks in the Roman Empire”, Wroclaw, Poland (panel accepted)

EASR 2024 — Closed Panel (with Dr. Giorgio Ferri): “Summumque munus homini datum
arbores silvaeque intellegebantur (Plin. NH. 12.1.1). Roman Religion, Nature, and Environmental

Crises”, University of Gothenburg, Sweden

Celtic Conference in Classics — Open Panel (with Dr. Lorena Pérez Yarza and Dr. Silvia
Fogliazza): “Divine Renegotiation through the Lens of the Imperial Cult”, University of Cardiff,
Wales

2024 International Conference “Objects as a Lens on Group Formations in the Cities of the
Roman Empire (1--4"" Centuries CE)” — Closed Panel Session (with Prof. Laura Carnevale):

“Property of Ritual Space”, University of Erfurt

2024 International Conference “Objects as a Lens on Group Formations in the Cities of the
Roman Empire (15-4" Centuries CE)” (with Prof. Dr. Jérg Rupke and Prof. Dr. Markus
Vinzent), University of Erfurt

SFB Junior Researchers’ Career Workshop (with Dr. Agniezska Althaber, Dr. Helen Gibson,
Dr. Jonathan Rinne, Henrike Katze and Philipp Kéncke), Augistinerkloster Erfurt

EASR 2023 — Open Panel (with Dr. Chiara di Serio and Dr. Silvia Fogliazza):
“Communication Techniques in Ancient Mediterranean Ritual Practices: Establishing a Relation

with the Superhuman”, University of Vilnius, Lithuania

SFB Project Area A — 3" Internal Workshop “Authors Meet Critics” (with Dr. Helen Gibson
and Dr. Dirk Schuck), Max-Weber-Kolleg, University of Erfurt

SFB Project Area A — 2" Internal Workshop “Authors Meet Critics” (with Dr. Helen Gibson
and Dr. Dirk Schuck), Max-Weber-Kolleg, University of Erfurt

EASR 2022 — Closed Panel Session (with Dr. Maria Dell’Isola): “Boundary Violation Between
Property and Freedom: Case Studies from Antiquity to the Middle Ages”, University College Cork,

Ireland



2022

2021

2017

SFB Project Area A — 15 Internal Workshop (with Dr. Maria Dell’Isola), Max-Weber-Kolleg,
University of Erfurt

SFB Working Group 3 — Internal Workshop (with Dr. Roman Birke, Dr. Jérg Oberthiir,
Prof. Dr. Carsten Herrmann-Pillath, Yann Schosser): “Orders of Property: Requirements for

Stability and Change”, University of Jena and University of Erfurt

UWICAH — 5™ Annual Postgraduate Conference in Classics and Ancient History (with
Christopher Fleming), University of Wales Trinity St. David, Lampeter

GUEST LECTURES, CONFERENCE, SEMINAR, AND WORKSHOP PAPERS

May 2025

Aug 2024

Jul 2024

Jun 2024

Oct 2023

Sep 2023

Jun 2023

Mar 2023

Seminar Paper — “Warsaw Seminar in Epigraphy and Papyrology”, University of Warsaw,
Poland (Invited)

Title: “How to Curse in Mid-Fifth Century Akragas: An Analysis of IGASM II, 90”.

Conference Paper (with Dr. Lorena Pérez Yarza) — “EAA 2024”, Panel “Destruction, Burial
or Just Fading away. Roman Case Studies on the De-sacralisation of Religious Sites and

Material Culture in Antiquity”, University La Sapienza, Rome
Title: “Ubi erat lucus: Resacralisation and Transformation on the Janiculum”.

Conference Paper — “Divine Renegotiation through the Lens of the Imperial Cult”, University
of Cardiff, Wales

Title: “Divine Renegotiation and Religious Mechanisms in the Imperial Cult: Conceptualisation,

Display and Performance”.

Conference Opening Speech — “Objects as a Lens on Group Formations in the Cities of the
Roman Empire (15-4™ Centuries CE)”

Title: “Inscribed Religions: Die faszinierende Rolle der Inschriften in der antiken religiosen Praxis”.

Conference Paper — “Steps Ahead: New Trends in the Analysis of Roman Polytheism”,
University of Carlos 111 (Invited)

Title: “Feeling Gods” Agency: Sensorium and Divine Belonging in the Roman Empire”.
Conference Paper — “EASR 2023”, Lithuanian Society for the Study of Religion, Vilnius
Title: “Divine Appropriation: Extraction and Introduction of New Divinities”.

Workshop Paper — “Understanding Ancient Women: New Approaches from Material Texts”,
University of Warsaw (Invited)

Title: “Women in Sicilian Legal Curses: Redefining their Role in the Lawcourts”.

Workshop Paper — “Community, Ritual and the Power of Memory: Past, Present and
Future”, Max-Weber-Kolleg, University of Erfurt (Invited)



Nov 2022

Sep 2022

Jun 2022

Jun 2022

Jun 2022

May 2022

May 2022

Apr 2022

Jan 2022

Oct 2021

Title: “Divine Ownership as Cultural Memory: Its Perception and Transformation in Latin Poetry”.

Workshop Paper — “Augustan Charisma: Praise and Criticism of the Imperial Persona”,

University of Minster (Invited)
Title: “Praise or Hidden Sarcasm? Lucan’s Intake on Monarchy”.

Workshop Paper — “Polytheism in Nature in the Roman West/Politeismo en la Naturaleza en

el Occidente Romano”, University of Carlos Il (Invited)
Title: “Gods’ Landed Property: Sacred Groves in Republican and Imperial Rome”.

Conference Paper — “EASR 2022”, University College Cork

Title: “Et miseri fecere sacram: Clementia between Monarchy and Freedom in Statius’ Thebais 12”.

Colloquium Paper — “International Colloquium on Magical Texts from the Graeco-Roman

World: Epigraphical and Paleographical Aspects”, University of Zaragoza (Invited)

Title: “Epigraphical and Literary Sophistication in Sixth- and Fifth-Centuries BC Selinountine

defixiones”.

Conference Paper — “XIX ARYS International Conference: Acting in the Dark: Ancient
Obscure Ritual Practices”, Jaradilla de la Vera, Extremadura

Title: “Cursing during Mystery Rites: The defixiones from Mainz between sacer and religiosus”.

Seminar Paper — “Althistorisches Colloquium”, Humboldt University (Invited)

Title: “Cursing in the Sanctuary of Demeter Malophoros: Judicial Curse Tablets as Power

Renegotiation Strategies in Fifth Century BC Selinous”.

Conference Paper — “The Multi-Sensory Experience of Mystery Cults”, University of Erfurt
(Invited)

Title: “Mystery Rites and Curses: Emotions and Senses behind the Ritual Deposition of the

defixiones from Mainz”.

Conference Paper — “Max-Weber-Kolleg Opening Day”, Max-Weber-Kolleg, University of
Erfurt (Invited)

Title: “Fear and Shame: A Rational Discourse in Archaic and Classical Greece”.

Online Guest Lecture — “Classics for Breakfast”, University of Erfurt (Invited)

Title: “A ‘Remedy’ to Monarchical Rule: The Creation of a New Identity in Lucan’s Book III”.

Online Guest Lecture — “Lampeter and Mid-Wales Branch Lecture Series”, University of
Wales Trinity St. David, Lampeter (Invited)

Title: “Cursing for Status and Power: Judicial Curse Tablets and Elite Distress in Sixth and Fifth

Centuries BC Selinous”.



Nov 2019

May 2019

Mar 2019

Jan 2019

Jan 2019

Nov 2018

Sep 2018

Nov 2016

May 2016

May 2016

Nov 2014

Seminar Paper — “Postgraduate Seminar Series”, University of Edinburgh

Title: “Contesting Law: Curses in the Courts of Selinous and Classical Athens”.

Guest Lecture, Max-Weber-Kolleg, University of Erfurt

Title: “New Approaches to the Study of the Selinountine Judicial Curse Tablets”.
Seminar Paper — “Seminario Poikilia IV: Corpi e Saperi”, Universita Ca’ Foscari (Invited)

Title: “Morte Fisica o Psicologica? L’Uso del Sapere Magico Sociale nelle defixiones iudiciariae
Greche”.

Seminar Paper — “Kolloquium zur antiken Kultur und Religionsgeschichte”, University of
Erfurt (Invited)

Title: “Emotions, Apotympanismos and Binding Spells in Athenian Law Courts”.

Conference Paper — “International PhD Conference, Laetae Segetes VI”, University of
Masaryk

Title: “Did the Agonistic Nature of Greek Society Drive People to Curse?”.

Conference Paper — “5™ Annual Symposium: Myth, Cult and Religion”, Strumica

Title: “Let him Be Destroyed”: Law, (Self-)curses in Ancient Greece”.

Conference Paper — “La Magia nell’Antichita Classica”, Museo delle Religioni “Raffaele

Pettazzoni”

Title: “Le defixiones iudiciariae: Uno Studio sui Valori Sociali di Vergogna e Onore nella Magia

Greca”.

Conference Paper — “UWICAH Postgraduate Conference”, University of Wales Trinity St.

David, Swansea

Title: “Honour, Shame and Outrages in Demosthenes’ Against Conon”.

Conference Paper — “Opera in Fieri”, University of Coimbra

Title: “Lysias: Honour and Shame in On the Murder of Eratosthenes”.

Conference Paper — “Gregynog Annual Colloquium in Classics”, Tregynon (Invited)

Title: “Shame, Honour and the Importance of the Underworld in the Greek Defixiones ludiciariae”.

Conference Paper — “UWICAH Postgraduate Conference”, University of Wales Trinity St.

David, Lampeter

Title: “The Perception of aiddg (Shame) as a Goddess and not as a Cultural Construct”.



PUBLICATIONS

a) Monographs

Forthcoming end of
2025

2023

b) Lexicons

2025

¢) Translations

Forthcoming June 2025

Bianchi Mancini, S. Legal Curses and Politics in Archaic and Classical Sicily. Cambridge:
Cambridge University Press. (Under contract)

Rupke, J., Bianchi Mancini, S. Antike Epik: eine Einfiihrung in hexametrische GroRdichtung, 3
ed., fully revised. Baden-Baden: Tectum. (Trans. Ancient Epic Poetry, Baden-Baden: Tectum, 2024;
Epica Antica: Un’Introduzione, Rome: Carocci editore, forthcoming June 2025, under contract).

Nickel, R., Hogenmuller, B. in collaboration with Bianchi Mancini, S., Nickel, J. Lexikon der

antiken Literatur, 4™ ed., fully revised. Baden-Baden: Tectum.

Rupke, J., Bianchi Mancini, S. Epica Antica: Un’Introduzione, trans. It. S. Bianchi Mancini.

Rome: Carocci editore. (Under contract)

d) Edited Volumes and Thematic Issues

Forthcoming 2025

Forthcoming 2025

Forthcoming 2025

Forthcoming 2025

2024

Bianchi Mancini, S. Pérez Yarza, L., Fogliazza, S. (eds.). The Roman Imperial Cult: Local

Practices and the Reception of the Emperor. London: Palgrave Macmillan. (Under contract)

Bianchi Mancini, S., Carnevale, L. (eds.). Property of Ritual Space. Religion in the Roman Empire.
(Accepted for publication)

Pérez Yarza, L., Herrera Rando, J., Bianchi Mancini, S. (eds.). One Cult, Multiple Cultures:
Multilingualism and Religion in Western Roman Inscriptions. Series Diglossi@, Universités

Nouvelle-Aquitaine éditions. Open access. (Under contract)

Bianchi Mancini, S., Di Serio, C., Fogliazza, S. (eds.). Reaching the Superhuman: Ritual,
Communication, and Materiality in the Ancient Mediterranean and Near East. Religion in the
Roman Empire. (Accepted for publication)

Bianchi Mancini, S., Gibson, H., Schuck, D., Vinzent, M. (eds.) Relating to Landed Property.
Frankfurt, New York: Campus. Open access, available at: https://www.campus.de/e-

books/wissenschaft/geschichte/relating_to landed property-18334.html.

e) Articles in Peer-Reviewed Journals

2024

2015

Bianchi Mancini, S. “Narrating Divine Property: The Case of Sacred Groves in Statian Poetry”,
Annual of the Japanese Biblical Institute 49, 53-78.

Bianchi Mancini, S. “Aidos Between a Cultural Concept and a Deity”, Rosetta 17, 40-52.


https://www.campus.de/e-books/wissenschaft/geschichte/relating_to_landed_property-18334.html
https://www.campus.de/e-books/wissenschaft/geschichte/relating_to_landed_property-18334.html

f) Contributions in Anthologies

Forthcoming 2025

Forthcoming 2025

Forthcoming 2025

2024

g) Book Reviews

2023

2023

2022

2022

2022

LANGUAGE SKILLS

MODERN

ANCIENT

Bianchi Mancini, S. “Preservation and Change: The Ambiguous Legacy of the Syracusan
apeuoAio after Caesar’s policies”, in R. Raja, K. Matijevi¢ and J. Riipke (eds.), Caesar’s Visions

and Impact on the Roman Empire: Revisiting the Archaeological and Historical Record for the 40s

BC. Turnhout: Brepols. (Accepted for publication)

Pérez Yarza, L., Herrera Rando, J., Bianchi Mancini, S. “Bilingual Phenomena and Cultural
Interactions in the Latin West”, in L. Pérez Yarza, J. Herrera Rando, S. Bianchi Mancini (eds.), One
Cult, Multiple Cultures: Multilingualism and Religion in Western Roman Inscriptions. Series

Diglossi@, Universités Nouvelle-Aquitaine éditions.

Bianchi Mancini, S. “Metroac Cultic Practices and Curses: Sensorial Experiences during the Ritual
Deposition of the defixiones from Mainz”, in K. Waldner and A-I. Rassia (eds.), The Multi-Sensory
Dimension of Mystery Cults. Berlin: De Gruyter. (Accepted for publication)

Bianchi Mancini, S. “Gods’ Landed Property: Sacred Groves in Republican and Imperial
Literature”, in S. Bianchi Mancini, H. Gibson, D. Schuck and M. Vinzent (eds.), Relating to Landed
Property. Frankfurt, New York: Campus.

T. Nowitzki, Antike Ritualmagie: Die Rituale der agyptischen Zauberpapyri im Kontext spatantiker
Magie, Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag 2021, in ARYS. Antiguedad: Religiones y Sociedades 21,
584-587. Available at: https://e-revistas.uc3m.es/index.php/ARY S/article/view/7696/6355.

C.A. Faraone and S. Torallas Tovar (eds.), Greek and Egyptian Magical Formularies: Text and
Translation, Vol. 1, Berkley: California Classical Studies 2022, in Bryn Mawr Classical Review.
Available at: https://bmcr.brynmawr.edu/2023/2023.02.49/.

E. Elm and N. Hartmann (eds.), Demons in Late Antiquity: Their Perception and Transformation in
Different Literary Genres, Berlin: De Gruyter 2019, in Theologische Literaturzeitung 12, Col. 1178-
1179.

Z. Papakonstantiou, Cursing for Justice: Magic, Disputes, and the Lawcourts in Classical Athens,
Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag 2021, in Géttinger Forum fiir Altertumswissenschaft 25, 1041-1046.
Available at: https://journals.ub.uni-heidelberg.de/index.php/gfa/issue/view/6181.

S. Chiarini, Devotio Malefica. Die antiken Verfluchungen zwischen sprachiibergreifender Tradition
und individueller Prégung, Stuttgart: Franz Steiner Verlag 2021, in Bryn Mawr Classical Review.
Auvailable at: https://bmer.brynmawr.edu/2022/2022.04.30/.

Italian Native Speaker German B2
English C2 Spanish; Castilian C1
Ancient Higher Advanced Mycenaean Greek Basic Knowledge

Greek
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